
What vulnerabilities come from being open to 
new ways of living and leading the Mercy, 
Presentation or Franciscan ministries’ 
charism? 

What was received as gift by Catherine What was received as gift by Catherine 
[McAuley, Nano Nagle and Elizabeth Hayes] 
and her first companions and expressed 
through their experience and in their shaping 
vision, has been transmitted through story, 
through the original rule, through writings, 
through living traditions held in the 
community memory. The original gift has 
been refined and developed and expressed in 
a variety of ways as it has passed through 
different hands in different times and in 
different cultures. That is the fascinating part 
of the charism as we see it through history. 
We can see it as a live and dynamic and 
growing power, we can recognise its 
distinctiveness; we can relate it so clearly to distinctiveness; we can relate it so clearly to 
its origins in Catherine [McAuley, Nano Nagle 
and Elizabeth Hayes]; we can see it in the 
stamp of the Holy Spirit … (Marie Gaudry rsm. 
1999. With Catherine My Spirit Mother. Sisters of Mercy 
Parramatta. 102). 

If you would like to read more about ways in which you can celebrate and reimagine the founding 
charisms of your ministry, please consider our new resources: 
1. Keep the Lantern Burning – Preserving, Nurturing, Reimagining the Presentation Charism. 
2. Be as Shining Lamps – Preserving, Nurturing, Reimagining the Mercy Charism. 
These resource books offer suggestions, reflections and leadership team exercises, plus so much 
more. 
N.B. The Franciscan book will be available in 2023.


